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SECRETARY 


The  Honorable  Raymond  P.  Shafer 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 

Dear  Governor  Shafer: 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  Report  of 
Activities  of  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Agriculture  for  the  fiscal  year  1968  -  1969. 


Sincerely  yours. 


L.  H.  Bull 
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Pennsylvania's  dwindling  farmland  acreage  is 
one  of  the  state's  major  agricultural  problems, 
hence  the  cover. 

It  is  estimated  that  in  the  past  20  years  four 
million  acres  of  the  state's  farmland  have  been 
lost  to  real  estate  erosion. 

Supermarket  doors  give  automatic  welcomes 
and  bowling  balls  crash  into  plastic  pins  on  land 
once  farmed. 

Meadow  lands,  formerly  lunchstands  for  dairy 
cows,  now  support  turnpike  concrete. 

Where  cornfields  once  rustled  in  autimmbreezes, 
apartment  buildings  stand  guard  over  smaller 
structures. 

The  problem  of  land  usage  has  become  a  vexing 
one  not  only  to  Pennsylvania  but  to  California, 
Connecticut,  New  Jersey  and  New  York  to  name  a 
few. 

We  may  be  hastening  the  day  when  we  will  have 
insufficient  land  to  raise  the  food  needed  for  our 
existence. 


IN  REVIEW 


The  first  mandatory  meat  inspection  law  in  the 
history  of  Pennsylvania  became  effective  July  9, 
1968.  The  State  Agriculture  Department  was 
given  the  responsibility  of  administering  the  law 
which  replaced  meat  hygiene  measures  providing 
for  inspection  on  a  voluntary  basis. 

To  implement  and  carry  out  the  dictates  of  the 
new  legislation,  the  Department  recruited  and 
trained  110  meat  inspectors. 

Since  the  farmer's  marketplace  no  longer  stands 
at  his  garden  gate,  the  Department's  Bureau  of 
Markets  went  on  trade  missions  to  South  America, 
Europe  and  the  Caribbean  to  find  new  outlets  for 
products  grown  and  processed  in  Pennsylvania. 

In  its  continuing  efforts  to  prevent  fraud,  decep- 
tion and  unwholesomeness  in  foods,  the  Department 
lifted  more  than  4,000  samples  for  analysis.  Pro- 
secutions were  instituted  against  violators  on 
charges  ranging  from  adulteration  with  chemical 
preservatives  to  high  fat  content  in  hamburg. 

The  destructive  gypsy  moth  was  discovered  in 
a  forested  area  in  Centre  County.  This  marks  the 
farthest  west  the  pest  has  been  found  in  recent 
years.  In  biological  efforts  to  control  the  insect, 
the  Department  released  thousands  of  egg  and  pupal 
parasites. 

The  milk  cow  number  decline  which  has  been  in 
progress  for  eight  years  was  slowed  by  more 
favorable  prices  paid  Pennsylvania  producers  for 
milk  products. 

The  dairy  industry  continued  to  be  the  backbone 
of  Pennsylvania's  agriculture  economy.  The  Com- 
monwealth was  the  fifth  most  important  milk  pro- 
ducing state  in  the  nation  and  second  in  the 
manufacture  of  ice  cream. 

Cropwise,  hay  production  was  the  largest  in  44 
years  while  the  oats  yield  per  acre  reached  an  all- 
time  high.  Soybean  production  was  the  highest 
on  record  and  barley  production  the  second  highest. 
Corn  production  was  above  average. 
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IN  FISCAL  YEAR  1968-69 

.  .  .  THERE  WERE  ANIMALS  TO   BE  TESTE 
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WORK  TO  BE  PROCESSED 
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EGGS  TO  BE  CHECKED 
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AND  QUEENS  TO  BE  CROWNED 
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BUREAU  OF  ANIMAL  INDUSTRY 

For  the  first  time  in  its  history,  Pennsylvania 
has  a  mandatory  meat  and  poultry  inspection  law. 
The  law,  which  became  effective  July  9,  1968, 
replaced  a  53-year-old  meat  hygiene  law  that 
provided  inspection  service  on  a  voluntary  basis 
for  butchers  and  packers. 

The  new  law  provides  for  inspection  of  livestock 
and  poultry  before  and  after  slaughter  and  for  the 
inspection  of  sanitary  conditions  of  slaughter  plants 
and  packinghouses.  It  also  requires  reinspection 
of  meats  and  poultry  during  manufacturing  and 
processing  and  makes  all  meat  and  meat  products 
subject  to  further  reinspection  in  channels  of  trade. 

Included  in  the  new  law  is  a  provision  authori- 
zing cooperative  agreement  for  federal- state  in- 
spection and  federal  cost  sharing  up  to  50  percent 
of  the  state  program. 

DIVISION  OF  MEAT  HYGIENE 

One  of  the  major  tasks  the  Division  faced  was 
recruiting  and  training  inspectors  needed  to  carry 
out  dictates  of  the  meat  and  poultry  inspection  law. 

Following  an  indoctrination  course  given  at  the 
Pennsylvania  State  University,  new  inspectors 
were  given  seven  weeks  of  on-the-job  training  by 
federal  inspectors.  At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year 
there  were  110  employes  conducting  inspections  in 
more  than  300  establishments.  Approximately  75 
percent  of  the  livestock  slaughtered  in  non-federal 
plants  in  Pennsylvania  is  being  inspected.  The 
remainder  will  present  some  problems  since  they 
are  small-volume  operations  where  efficient  utili- 
zation of  inspection  personnel  is  difficult. 
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DIVISION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 

For  the  second  consecutive  year,  the  infection 
rate  of  tuberculosis  in  Pennsylvania  was  at  a 
record  low  of  .02  percent. 

RATE  OF  INFECTION 

Year  Rale  of  infection  No.  Reactors  No.  Cattle  Tested 

1968-69  ,02%  121  598,943 

1967-68  ,02%  157  662.580 

1966-67  .07%  508  702.965 

1965-66  05%  346  757,404 

1964-65  06%  612  742,267 

Pennsylvania's  effective  tuberculosis  eradica- 
tion program  is  based  on  <county-wide  test 
surveys,  a  voluntary  annual  test  program  at  the 
herd  owner's  expense,  slaughter  surveillance  of 
a  high  percentage  of  slaughter  cattle,  and  an 
epidemiological  study  of  all  outbreaks  to  find, 
confine,  and  eliminate  all  sources  of  tuberculosis 
in  cattle  and  other  domesticated  animals  and  fowl. 

The  on-the-farm  testing  program  for  tuberculo- 
sis was  modified  dioring  the  fiscal  year  because 
of  the  slaughter  surveillance  work  conducted  by 
the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  and  the  USDA. 
Prior  to  the  slaughter  surveillance,  testing  was 
performed  every  three  years.  Now  the  Division 
has  switched  to  a  three  to  six  year  testing  schedule. 
The  exact  test  schedule  of  a  county  is  currently 
determined  by  previous  rates  of  infection,  positive 
meat  inspection  reports,  rate  of  infection  in  herds 
tested  annually,  density  of  cattle  populations, and 
other  epidemiological  factors.  Tuberculin  tests 
will  continue  to  be  the  basis  for  the  eradication 
program, and  high  risk  herds  will  continue  to  be 
tested  at  frequent  intervals. 

There  were  42  reports,  received  from  state  and 
federal  meat  inspectors,  of  straight-slaughter 
cattle  showing  tuberculosis  lesions.  There  were 
eight  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  swine  reported  from 
state  meat  inspectors. 


SUMMARY  OF  POST  MORTEM  REPORTS  OF 
TUBERCULOSIS  REACTORS  SLAUGHTERED 

Total  Reactors  Total  Reactors 

Year  Sioughtered  With  Active  Gross  Infection 

1968-69  152  13 

1967-68  153  35 

1966-67  484  130 

1965-66  345  46 

1964-65  671  185 
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I  DIVISION  OF  BRUCELLOSIS 

f  A   total   of   22,558  herds  comprising  440,571 

I  cattle  were  blood  tested  for  brucellosis.    Of  this 

'  number,  87  non-vaccinated  animals  reacted  to  the 

'  test  and  88  vaccinates  gave  a  positive  reaction. 

'  The  incidence  of  bovine  brucellosis  in  cattle  tested 

was  .04  percent. 

During   the   fiscal   year,   federal  indemnities 

totaled  $4,866,  and  state  indemnities  amounted  to 
'  $13,104  in  the  brucellosis  control  and  eradication 

program. 


HERDS,  CATTLE  UNDER  SUPERVISION 
Jo1a\  Brucellosis-Free 
Herds  Cattle  Herds  Cattle 

58,741  1,307,446  9.105  273.439 

Allegheny,  Bucks,  Butler,  Centre,  Erie,  Fayette, 
Lancaster,  Lawrence,  Lebanon,  Lycoming ,  and 
McKean  counties  were  approved  as  certified 
brucellosis-free  areas  during  the  fiscal  year. 

All  livestock  marketing  agencies  in  Pennsylvania 
are  now  taking  part  in  the  market  cattle  identifica- 
tion program.  Back  tags  applied  numbered 
205,885. 


DIVISION  OF  MISCELLANEOUS  DISEASES 


Scabies  was  diagnosed  in  seven  counties.  All 
positive  flocks  were  dipped  twice  before  release 
of  quarantine.  Scrapings  were  made  30  days  from 
the  quarantine  release  to  make  sure  none  of  the 
flocks  showed  a  recurrence  of  the  infection. 
Fifty-seven  flocks,  which  had  been  exposed  to  the 
disease,  were  also  quarantined  and  dipped  twice. 
More  than  200  flocks  were  checked  in  an  attempt 
to  locate  the  flock  which  was  the  disease  source. 

Sheep  scrapie  appeared  in  three  flocks  which 
were  depopulated.  Positive  laboratory  diagnosis 
preceded  the  depopulation. 

Duck  plague  (duck  virus  enteritis)  was  diagnosed 
in  two  flocks  of  waterfowl. 

Four  cases  of  hog  cholera  were  diagnosed  and 
the  involved  herds  were  depopulated.  The  hog 
cholera  eradication  program  is  now  in  phase  III. 


DISEASES  ENCOUNTERED 

Anthrax  -   1  Rabies  -  14 

Blackleg  -  2  Sheep  Scrapie  -  3 

Equine  Inf.  Anemia  -  1  Sheep  Scabies  -  10 

Hog  Cholera  -  4  Swine  Erysipelas  -  5 

Pullorum  -  2  Duck  Virus  Enteritis  -  2 


DIVISION  OF  LABORATORIES 

More  than  2,000  animal  specimens  ranging  from 
an  alligator  to  a  shrew  were  examined  for  animal 
diseases  at  the  Department's  central  laboratory 
in  Summerdale,  Cumberland  County. 

Also  furnishing  services  for  the  Department 
were  laboratories  at  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Pennsylvania  State  University,  Delaware 
Valley  College,  Evans  City  and  Tunkhannock. 

The  Summerdale  laboratory  examined  945,419 
specimens  during  the  fiscal  year.  Included  were 
556,533  specimens  from  34  different  animal 
species  and  388,206  poultry  specimens  from  16 
avian  species. 
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BUREAU  OF  DOG  LAW  ENFORCEMENT 


The  primary  objectives  of  the  Bureau  of  Dog 
Law  Enforcement  during  the  fiscal  year  were: 

Regulating  the  sale  and  transportation  of  dogs. 

Licensing  and  inspecting  kennels  to  insure  hu- 
mane treatment  of  dogs  under  sanitary  conditions. 

Providing  protection  and  detention;  destroying 
dogs  in  certain  cases. 

Subsidizing  law  enforcement  agencies  for  build- 
ing or  expanding  shelters. 

Reimbursing  owners  of  farm  livestock,  poultry 
and  domestic  game  birds  for  destruction  caused 
by  dogs. 

SHELTER  BOUND 
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BASKETFULL  OF  FRISKINESS 


During  the  fiscal  year,  the  Bureau's  reimburse- 
ment program  for  holding  and  disposing  of  dogs 
was  effective  in  bringing  the  stray,  unlicensed  dog 
under  control  in  municipalities  willing  to  share  in 
responsibilities.  The  program  created  initiative 
in  local  dog  enforcement  groups. 

There  was  a  continued  decline  in  stolen  dogs. 
A  major  factor  in  the  decline  was  the  close  super- 
vision of  licensed,  legitimate  dog  auctions  where 
records  were  checked  thoroughly.  Every  dog  sold 
came  under  the  scrutiny  of  a  dog  law  enforcement 
officer.  Commercial  dealers  were  also  subject  to 
investigations  concerning  the  origin  and  sale  of 
dogs  passing  through  their  kennels. 

Another  factor  in  the  stolen  dog  decline  was  a 
new  procedure  in  which  all  reports  of  dogs  thought 
to  be  stolen  were  immediately  investigated  and 
information  on  the  animals  sent  state-wide  to 
regional  offices  for  checking. 

An  identification  program,  using  tattooing,  was 
developed  by  the  Bureau.     The  program,  which 
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would  be  voluntary,  needs  legislative  approval. 
Tattoos  would  facilitate  the  return  of  lost  or  stolen 
dogs  in  the  event  collars  were  removed  or  lost. 

A  license,  good  for  the  lifetime  of  a  dog,  has 
also  been  proposed  by  the  Bureau.  The  "dog  tag" 
for  the  lifetime  license  would  be  a  nximber  tattooed 
on  a  dog's  ear  or  flank. 


Year 

1966-  67 

1967-  68 

1968-  69 


REIMBURSEMENT  TABLE 

Agencies  Dogs  Held 

69  17,658 
179  43.300 
227  45,841 


Reimbursement  Payments 

S  35,316 
86.600 
91,682 


During  the  fiscal  year,  the  Bureau's  responsi- 
bilities were  increased  by  a  legal  opinion  from 
the  Attorney  General's  office.  The  ruling  gives 
the  Bureau  responsibility  for  the  inspection  and 
licensing  of  pet  shops,  research  centers  and 
veterinary  hospitals. 

The  animal  shelter  subsidy  program,  adminis- 
tered by  the  Bureau,  has  been  well  received  since 
its  inception  in  1966.  Under  the  program,  the 
Department  subsidizes  constructionof  new  shelters 
or  expansion  of  existing  shelters  for  legal  agencies. 
Payments  are  made  when  construction  is  completed 
at  the  rate  of  $1  for  each  $2  invested  by  the  agency. 
The  maximum  amount  paid  by  the  Department  is 
$15,000,  the  minimum  $1,000. 

If  the  program  encourages  participation  as  it 
has  in  the  past  two  years,  many  of  the  local  en- 
forcement problems  concerned  with  stray  or  un- 
wanted dogs  will  be  lessened. 


STATISTICS 

Damage  claims 

Amount  paid  for  damages  to  siieep.  livestock  &  poultry  S            31 .353.98 

Amount  settled  by  owners  of  dogs  *  5,720.32 

Number  of  dogs  humanely  disposed  of  45.841 

Amount  paid  for  dogs  humanely  disposed  of  5  91.682.00 

Number  of  prosecutions  made  for  1968-1969  3,709 

Kennel  inspections  for  1968-1969  2,473 

Individual  dog  licenses  911,001 

Kennel  licenses  -  1968-1969  1-592 

Total  amount  of  revenue  1968-1969  S  1.190,902.60 

Mink  licenses  issued  1968-1969  '51 

Total  amount  of  revenue  for  mink  licenses  1968-1969  5  3.775.00 
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!   BUREAU  OF  FOODS  AND  CHEMISTRY 

i. 

The  Bureau  of  Foods  and  Chemistry  acts  as  a 
sentinel  to  help  prevent  fraud,  deception  and  im- 
wholesomeness  in  foods  and  food  products  destined 
for  human  consumption. 

The  Bureau  is  also  charged  with  the  enforce- 
ment of  laws  covering  fertilizers,  liming  materials, 
animal  feed,  insecticides  and  fungicides.  The  laws 
are  designed  to  prevent  deception  as  well  as 
maintain  standards  and  quality. 

DIVISION  OF  FOOD  CONTROL 

The  Division's  27  food  agents  lifted  4,600  food 
samples  for  analysis.  Based  mostly  on  tests  of 
these  samples,  296  prosecutions  were  filed  against 
the  violators  on  various  charges  such  as  sulphur 
dioxide  in  meat,  high  fat  content  in  hamburg, 
adulteration  and  misleading  labels. 

Consumer  complaints  received  direct  or  through 
the  Bureau  of  Consumer  Protection  were  investi- 
gated. 

Food  inspectors  assigned  to  the  Division  made 
approximately  26,700  inspections  involving  food 
processing  plants,  warehouses,  food  vehicles  and 
retailers.  Inspections  included  food  purchased  by 
state  institutions. 

As  required  by  specific  laws,  the  Division 
issued  4,350  bakery,  3,000  icecream,  850 beverage 
and  220  commercial  cold  storage  warehouse  li- 
censes. All  licensees  must  be  inspected  to  qualify 
for  relicensing.  The  bakery  licenses  included  730 
out-of-state  firms  and  215  out-of-country  firms 
licensed  to  sell  in  Pennsylvania.    A  foreign  firm 
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is  inspected  for  the  Division  upon  request  to  the 
state  or  country  in  which  the  plant  is  located.  This 
accounts  for  the  statement  "Reg.  Penna.  Dept.  of 
Agri."  seen  on  many  food  products. 

The  Division  routinely  inspected  food  stores, 
bottlers,  canners,  bakeries,  candy  plants,  soft 
serve  ice  cream  establishments,  cold  storage  and 
dry  warehouses. 

Several  meetings  were  held  with  the  Federal 
Food  and  Drug  Administration  to  establish  an  in- 
spection system  which  will  eliminate  duplication 
of  inspections  by  state  and  federal  agencies. 

DIVISION  OF  FEED  AND  FERTILIZERS 

A  total  of  3,772  samples  of  animal  feed  was 
collected  and  analyzed  to  make  certain  they  com- 
plied with  the  declared  guarantees  for  protein,  fat, 
fiber  and  medications.  Fertilizer  samples  ana- 
lyzed for  plant  nutrient  content  numbered  1,495. 
There  were  133  samples  of  liming  materials  and 
miscellaneous  samples  analyzed. 

During  the  fiscal  year,  the  fertilizer  laboratory 
was  improved  by  the  addition  of  an  auto-analyzer 
which  permits  analyzing  a  greater  number  of 
samples  at  one  time  for  phosphorus.  As  a  result, 
manufacturers  will  be  notified  much  faster  con- 
cerning laboratory  findings  of  their  products.  food  store  inspection 


DIVISION  OF  MILK  SANITATION 

The  Division  is  responsible  for  supervising  the 
production  and  processing  of  milk  and  milk  pro- 
ducts, working  primarily  with  dairy  farms  and 
dairy  plants  in  Pennsylvania  and  neighboring  states. 

A  total  of  7,687  farms  were  inspected  in  the 
fiscal  year  for  compliance  with  sanitation  require- 
ments. Under  the  interstate  milk  shipping  pro- 
gram, 129  plants  and  2,080  farms  were  checked. 

In  the  routine  supervision  of  milk  plants,  inspec- 
tors checked  1,564  pasteurizing  plants,  5,607 
farms,  308  raw  milk  dealers,  284  receiving  sta- 
tions, and  made  2,074  miscellaneous  calls  to 
advise  dealers  and  producers  on  Division  require- 
ments. 

Division  representatives  made  998  routine  tests 
of  automatic  high  temperature  short-time  pasteuri- 
zers. 

A  total  of  1,299  milk  samples  were  processed 
in  the  Division's  laboratory.  Laboratory  staff 
attended  conferences  and  meetings  in  an  effort  to 
standardize  required  methods  for  examining  dairy 
products. 

LABORATORY  SECTION 

All  feed,  fertilizer,  lime  and  medicated  feed 
samples  were  analyzed  in  the  Bureau's  Harrisburg 
laboratory.  In  addition,  the  laboratory  analyzed 
milk  products  sampled  by  milk  sanitarians,  and 
all  foods  lifted  by  food  agents  within  a  75  mile 
radius  of  Harrisburg.  Other  food  agents  delivered 
their  samples  to  one  of  five  laboratories  contracted 
to  do  the  work. 

In  addition,  more  than  400  agricultiiral  products 
were  tested  for  pesticide  residue  in  the  Harrisburg 
laboratory. 

The  Harrisburg  laboratory  facilities  have  been 
approved  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 
culture as  being  adequate  for  the  analysis  of  meat 
and  meat  products  as  required  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Meat  Inspection  Act,  administered  by  the  Bureau 
of  Animal  Industry  of  the  Pennsylvania  Department 
of  Agriculture. 
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Marketing  specialists,  inspectors  and  other  per- 
sonnel in  the  Bureau  of  Markets  assist  producers, 
processors,  distributors  and  consumers  in  the 
movement  of  quality  agricultural  commodities  in 
Pennsylvania. 

By  law,  the  Bureau  maintains  surveillance  on 
quality  of  poultry  and  eggs,  inspects  and  grades 
livestock  and  enforces  marking  regulations  for 
potatoes,  apples,  peaches,  pears  and  grapes. 

Quality  is  stressed  in  the  development  of  new 
grading  services,  in  new  facilities  for  testing  and 
in  expanded  use  of  certification. 

Comprising  the  Bureau  are  the  divisions  of 
Fruits  and  Vegetables,  Poultry  and  Eggs,  Live- 
stock and  Dairy,  Marketing  and  Consumer  Services, 
Market  Development,  and  Fair  Fund  Administra- 
tion. 

PROMOTING  PENNSYLVANIA  APPLES 


PEA  INSPECTION 


DIVISION  OF  FRUITS  AND  VEGETABLES 

Fifty-one  licensed  fruit  and  vegetable  inspectors 
helped  protect  the  consumer.  New  tonnage  records 
for  volume  inspections  were  set  for  potatoes, 
corn  and  snap  beans.  Agents  checked  30,776  lots 
of  potatoes,  the  most  extensive  coverage  ever 
recorded  by  the  Division. 

More  than  400,000  tons  of  fruits  and  vegetables 
used  in  processing  were  inspected. 

Summary  reports  on  mushroom  prices  were 
mailed  weekly  to  300  firms  and  individuals. 

DIVISION  OF  POULTRY  AND  EGGS 

All  breeding  birds  were  given  pullorum-typhoid 
tests.  New  birds  tested  amounted  to  15,542  in  231 
flocks.  A  total  of  18,896  fresh  egg  law  inspections 
were  made. 

The  average  bacteria  count  in  the  more  than 
525  samples  of  certified  liquid  and  frozen  eggs 
lifted  by  inspectors  was  lower  than  official  mini- 
mum standards. 

A  six  million  dozen  increase  in  the  sale  of 
Pennsylvania  certified  shell  eggs  was  considered 
due  to  quality  identification  and  greater  consumer 
acceptance  of  the  seal  (stamped  on  cartons  con- 
taining certified  eggs)  as  an  identification  of 
quality. 
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DIVISION  OF  LIVESTOCK  AND  DAIRY 

The  Division  contributed  to  the  improvement 
of  quality.  Aside  from  the  usual  grading  process, 
the  Division's  activities  included  a  state-wide  hog 
certification  program  which  stressed  premium 
quality  and  training  programs  designed  to  improve 
techniques  and  skills  in  personnel  involved  in 
regular  grading. 

A  total  of  833  livestock  sales  involving  831,810 
head  was  reported.  There  were  82,400  copies  of 
livestock  news  published. 

DIVISION  OF  MARKETING  AND  CONSUMER  SERVICES 

Various  exhibits  pertaining  to  agricultural  and 
Departmental  activities  were  prepared  for  use  at 
fairs,  trade  shows  and  student  conventions. 

Brochures  offering  advice  in  the  preparation  of 
wholesome,  economical  menus  were  prepared  for 
distribution  in  ghetto  and  underdeveloped  areas. 
They  were  distributed  through  the  Governor's 
Branch  Offices. 

Twenty-five  thousand  directories  to  promote  the 
use  of  Pennsylvania  farms  as  vacation  sites  were 
designed  and  produced.  Commodity  promotion 
brochures  produced  totaled  100,000. 


PENNSYLVANIA  PRODUCTS  EXHIBIT 
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DIVISION  OF  MARKET  DEVELOPMENT 


In  efforts  to  find  new  markets  for  Pennsylvania 
grown  and  processed  agricultural  products,  Divi- 
sion representatives  participated  in  food  trade 
missions  to  South  America,  the  Caribbean,  Europe 
and  Asia. 

To  make  Pennsylvania  food  packers  and  distri- 
butors more  aware  of  trade  opportunities  in  the 
export  market,  the  Division  conducted  a  world 
trade  seminar  attended  by  state  business  firms  as 
well  as  experts  on  surface  shipping,  air  freight 
and  international  credit. 

The  Division  published  buyers'  guides  for  apples, 
pears,  peaches,  mushrooms,  vegetables,  nursery 
stock,  poultry  and  eggs.  The  guides  were  a  ser- 
vice to  buyers  as  well  as  sellers. 

Division-sponsored  marketing  councils  contin- 
ued to  function  with  producer-processor  groups 
working  on  problems  concerning  apples,  eggs, 
grapes,  mushrooms,  nursery  products,  potatoes, 
poultry,  vegetables  and  retail  farm  markets. 


CARIBBEAN  TRADE  MISSION 
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J     BUREAU  OF  PLANT  INDUSTRY 


The  destructive  gypsy  moth,  which  the  Bureau 
had  been  able  to  contain  in  seven  eastern  coun- 
ties, was  discovered  near  Aaronstaurg,  Centre 
County,  several  days  before  the  fiscal  year  ended. 
Forty  acres  of  forest  land  were  defoliated  by  the 
moths'  caterpillars. 

This  marks  the  farthest  west  the  moth  has  been 
able  to  penetrate  since  1920.  In  that  year,  a  small 
infestation  found  in  western  Pennsylvania  was 
completely  eradicated. 

The  penetration  to  the  central  part  of  the  state 
poses  a  real  problem  since  the  insect  is  now  in  a 
geographical  position  where  it  can  spread  through 
central  Pennsylvania  and  into  the  extensive  hard- 
wood forests  of  the  Appalachians. 

The  spread  westward  can  be  blamed  partially 
on  short-lived  chemicals  the  Bureau  has  been  using 
since  1963  when  the  State  Agriculture  Department 
voluntarily  stopped  using  DDT  because  of  concern 
over  the  possible  bad  effects  on  the  environment. 
The  short-lived  sprays  lack  the  effectiveness  of 
DDT. 

A  comparatively  new  disorder  called  prunus 
stem  pitting  is  a  major  threat  to  the  state's  stone 
fruit  industry.  Approximately  15  percent  of  Penn- 
sylvania's peach  trees  have  been  lost  to  the  dis- 
order during  the  past  two  years.  The  disorder 
causes  a  high  mortality  in  peach,  cherry,  plum, 
nectarine  and  apricot  trees.  To  meet  this  new 
problem,  the  Bureau  is  developing  a  fruit  tree 
certification  program. 
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DIVISION  OF  CONTROL  PROGRAMS 

To  combat  the  gypsy  moth  as  well  as  control  it, 
dylox,  a  short-lived  chemical  compound,  was 
sprayed  in  May,  1969  from  helicopters  in  two 
areas  where  large  number  of  egg  clusters  had 
been  found.  More  than  5,000  acres  were  sprayed 
in  an  area  on  the  Berks-Schuylkill  county  line.  In 
Carbon  County,  888  acres  were  sprayed.  Counts 
made  of  larvae  which  fell  on  cloth  placed  beneath 
trees  indicated  millions  of  larvae  were  destroyed. 

In  the  fall  of  1968,  the  gypsy  moth  quarantine 
was  extended  to  include  Monroe,  Pike  and  Wayne 
counties  as  well  as  portions  of  Berks,  Bucks, 
Carbon,  Northampton  and  Schuylkill  counties. 
Personnel  from  the  Bureau  and  the  USDA  spent 
considerable  time  in  enforcing  the  quarantine. 

The  cereal  leaf  beetle,  first  discovered  in  west- 
ern Pennsylvania  in  the  spring  of  1967,  has  spread 
eastward  at  a  rapid  rate.  As  a  result  of  surveys 
made.  Bureau  officials  now  feel  that  the  entire 
state  is  infested  with  this  insect  which  attacks 
small  grains. 

A  fumigation  station  has  been  in  operation  at 
Grove  City  to  fumigate  commodities  moving  to 
states  which  require  treatment  of  certain  materials 
which  might  be  infested  with  the  beetle. 


INSPECTION  OF  MOBILE  PA  R  AS  I T  E- R  E  A  R  I NG  LAB 
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A  general  detection  survey  indicated  there  was 
no  European  chafer  in  Altoona,  Johnstown  or  Brad- 
ford. A  chafer  quarantine  continued  in  the 
Allentown-Bethlehem,  Williamsport,and  Erie  Coun- 
ty areas. 

An  infestation  of  spruce  budworm  was  found  in 
100  acres  of  native  hemlock  and  hardwood  in 
Carbon  County. 

Following  an  aerial  survey  of  20  south-central 
counties,  oak  wilt  disease  was  found  in  261  loca- 
tions. Diseased  trees  and  other  trees  within  a 
50-foot  radius  of  a  diseased  tree  were  cut  and  the 
stumps  treated. 

Negative  results  were  obtained  in  golden  nema- 
tode surveys  made  in  four  northern  potato-growing 
counties.  Because  of  the  recent  finding  of  the 
pest  in  Delaware,  it  is  planned  to  extend  the  survey 
into  more  areas  of  the  state. 

TAXONOMY,  APIARY  INSPECTION 

The  Bureau's  taxonomist  began  a  study  to  eval- 
uate a  biological  control  program  for  the  gypsy 
moth  problem.  Using  technical  assistance  pro- 
vided by  the  New  Jersey  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  work  was 
concentrated  on  producing  an  egg  parasite  and  a 
pupal  parasite  of  the  gypsy  moth.  One  of  the 
projects  of  the  control  program  is  to  make  a  de- 
termination of  native  gypsy  moth  parasites  which 
occur  in  Pennsylvania.  Two  mobile  laboratories 
were  purchased  to  assist  in  the  gypsy  moth  program. 

During  the  season  beginning  May  1  and  ending 
September  30,  1968,  a  total  of  5,707  apiaries  having 
45,225  colonies  of  bees  was  inspected. 

DIVISION  OF  NURSERY  INSPECTION 

Approximately  2,000  nurseries  and  690  dealers 
were  inspected  during  the  fiscal  year. 

Some  plants  from  foreign  countries  come  to  the 
state  and  are  permitted  to  grow  under  post  entry 
quarantine  regulations  for  two  or  more  seasons. 
Seventy  shipments  comprising  2,619  plants  were 
held  under  this  quarantine. 
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DIVISION  OF  BOTANY  AND  SEED 


The  seed  laboratory  tested  5,170  samples  re- 
ceived from  seed  inspectors,  seedsmen,  farmers 
and  various  government  agencies. 

Inspections  were  made  at  1,738  retail  and  whole- 
sale outlets.  A  total  of  1,456  lots  of  seed  was 
removed  from  shelves  because  of  improper  label- 
ing. There  were  239  seed  samples  in  violation 
of  the  seed  act. 


SEED  TESTS 

Purity  analysis 

1140 

Bio-assay  (treatment) 

733 

Noxious  weed  examination 

2147 

Embryo  excision 

1 1 

Germination  tests 

5875 

Phenol 

10 

Test  weights 

397 

Tetrazolium 

26 

Moisture  tests 

20 

Smut 

10 

Cold  tests 

17 

Weed  germination 

4 

Sand  tests  (greenhouse) 

50 

Feed  samples 

10 

Fluorescence  (oats  and  ryegrass 

139 

DIVISION 

OF  PLANT 

PATHOLOGY 

Laboratory  activities  during  the  fiscal  year 
included  analysis  of  239  oak  samples  for  an  oak 
wilt  fungus.  Eighty  soil  samples  were  evaluated 
for  plant  parasitic  nematodes. 

Favorable  progress  was  made  in  assisting  the 
fruit  tree  nursery  industry  regarding  the  prunus 
stem  pitting  disease. 


READYING  KING-SIZED  WEEVIL  FOR  EXHIBIT 
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[BUREAU  OF  ADMINISTRATIVE  SERVICES 

The  Bureau  of  Administrative  Services  provides 
logistical  support  and  staff  services  to  all  head- 
quarters and  field  offices.  Primary  areas  of 
activity  are  fiscal  management,  personnel,  organi- 
zation and  methods  improvement,  office  manage- 
ment and  data  processing. 

PERSONNEL  -  TRAINING 

The  personnel  complement  of  the  Department 
grew  to  an  all-time  high  during  the  fiscal  year. 
More  than  350  applications  were  processed  and 
evaluated  in  filling  112  meat  inspector  positions. 

A  comprehensive  study  of  the  organization  and 
activities  of  the  Farm  Show  Commission  was  made. 
As  a  result,  41  positions  were  reclassified  and 
major  reorganization  accomplished. 

The  establishment  of  a  training  specialist  posi- 
tion made  it  possible  to  expand  services  in  recruit- 
ment, employe  training  and  development,  and 
employe  benefits. 


NUMBER  OF  EMPLOYES 
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Counseling  service  was  made  available  in  the 
various  employe  benefit  programs  including 
medical-hospitalization,  life  insurance,  liability 
insurance  and  retirement  programs. 

Technical  assistance  was  provided  program 
and  regional  directors  in  determining  training 
needs,  developing  training  programs  and  in  train- 
ing evaluation. 

DIVISION  OF  DATA  PROCESSING 

An  annual  statement  of  leave  time  for  all 
Department  employes  and  the  initiation  of  a 
capital-inventory  system  were  two  major  accomp- 
lishments of  Data  Processing. 

The  preliminary  study  for  a  new  computer  sys- 
tem was  concluded.  Specifications  for  the  system 
were  completed  and  invitations  sent  to  vendors  for 
proposals. 

Major  continuing  programs  include  animal  back 
tagging,  veterinarian  fees,  inventory  records,  re- 
ports on  crops,  feed-fertilizer  tonnages,  financial 
reports,  complement  control,  and  licensing. 

DIVISION  OF  OFFICE  MANAGEMENT 

Office  Management  serves  the  Department  in  the 
areas  of  procurement,  supplies,  mail  and  messen- 
ger service,  automotive,  composition  and  duplica- 
ting services. 

There  was  a  20  percent  increase  in  procurement 
documents  processed  in  the  fiscal  year.  A  new, 
mechanized  capital-inventory  control  system  was 
developed  and  is  now  in  operation. 

Approximately  2,900  jobs  were  processed  by 
the  duplicating  section  while  the  composition  sec- 
tion designed  many  sophisticated  brochures. 

Mailroom  activities  included  graphotype,  ad- 
dressograph,  and  mail  and  messenger  services. 
A  new  high  in  mail  volume,  more  than  1.7  million 
pieces,  was  reached  in  the  fiscal  year. 

The  automotive  section  provided  387  vehicles 
for  Departmental  use.  Five  and  one-half  million 
miles  were  traveled  and  more  than  $160,000  spent 
for  maintenance  services. 
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FACILITIES 


Regional  Office  VI  was  relocated  at  Olmsted 
State  Airport  and  Regional  Office  V  at  Hollidays- 
burg  was  enlarged. 

The  egg  test  program  was  moved  to  a  new  and 
modern  facility  at  Pennsylvania  Furnace.  The 
facility,  consisting  of  a  chicken  house,  office  and 
manager's  residence,  was  constructed  by  the  Gen- 
eral State  Authority. 

A  three-part  GSA  project,  which  provides  a 
master  plan  for  the  improvement  and  expansion  of 
the  Farm  Show  complex,  was  established. 

For  the  first  time,  a  capital  budget,  tied  in  with 
a  five-year  capital  plan,  was  prepared.  This 
budget  and  plan  provides  systematic,  long-range 
planning  of  capital  improvements  for  the  period 
1969-74.  The  plan  calls  for  ten  capital  improve- 
ments amounting  to  $5,789,000.  It  was  approved  by 
the  State  Planning  Board  and  included  in  the 
Governor's  capital  budget. 


During  fiscal  year  1968-69,  this  activity  was 
responsible  for  budgeting,  monitoring  and  control- 
ling the  expenditure  of  funds  appropriated  to  the 
Department  in  the  total  amount  of  $10,168,855,  not 
including  federal  funds  and  other  augmentations. 
The  manner  in  which  this  total  amount  was  distri- 
buted among  the  various  Department  programs  is 
reflected  in  the  chart  below. 


FISCAL  MANAGEMENT 


GENERAL  GOVERNMENT  INCLUDES; 


EioculiYO  and  General  Administration  -  $761,498 

Animal  Industry    -  $1,924,946 

Foadi  Regulolren  and  Totting    -  $652,000 

Markeimg  AciivMiot  -  $668,769 

Plant  Industry    -  $664,318 

Soil  and  WotorConsofYOtion    -  $430,500 

Meal  and  Poultry  Inspeclion   -  $536,000 

Dag  Law  Enforcement  -  $606,951 


t 


CAPITAL  IMPROVEMENTS  AND  RESTRICTED  ACCOUNTS 
$82,644 
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OFFICE  OF  PLANNING  AND  RESEARCH 


Thirty-two  agricultural  research  projects  were 
supported  in  1968-69  in  the  amount  of  $546,288. 
The  projects  were  conducted  at  Pennsylvania  State 
University,  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  Dela- 
ware Valley  College.  The  funds  enabled  the 
contractors  to  implement  and  expedite  research 
which  would  have  been  otherwise  hampered  or 
abandoned. 

The  research  has  produced  significant  results. 
Some  of  the  highlights  are: 

Development  of  a  poultry  manure  drying  system 
which  provides  an  almost  odorless  poultry  opera- 
tion. The  resulting  processed  manure  can  be  sold 
as  an  organic  fertilizer. 


PESTICIDE  RESEARCH  DISCUSSION 
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Findings  which  indicate  the  Kennebec  variety 
of  potato  may  be  the  best  all-purpose  potato  for 
production  in  Pennsylvania. 

Fabrication  of  a  picking  platform  for  apple 
harvesting.  It  reduces  labor  costs  and  increases 
picking  efficiency. 

Determination  that  washing  of  poultry  houses 
with  water  reduces  contaminants  as  effectively  as 
most  disinfectants. 

Development  of  greenhouse  techniques  which 
provide  economical  methods  of  increasing  the 
production  of  cut  flowers  and  potted  plants. 

The  Office  of  Planning  and  Research  also  parti- 
cipated in  many  other  activities  including: 

Assisting  state  and  private  agencies  in  analyzing 
current  and  future  rural  needs. 

Coordination  of  a  multi- state  plan  to  defend 
agricultural  producers  against  skyrocketing  trans- 
portation rates. 

Review  of  labor  needs  and  manpower  develop- 
ment programs  required  for  agricultural  and 
related  fields. 

Participation  in  planning  and  outlook  sessions 
of  the  State  Planning  Board. 

Participation  in  the  Governor's  Conference  on 
Solid  Waste  Management  and  active  involvement 
in  the  State  Solid  Waste  Management  Advisory 
Committee. 

Preparation  of  legislative  changes  to  broaden 
the  scope  of  the  Pennsylvania  Industrial  Develop- 
ment Authority  to  extend  the  use  of  the  Authority's 
funds  for  agricultural  and  agribusiness  develop- 
ment. 

Provided  liaison  with  the  State  Office  of  Civil 
Defense  to  keep  informed  of  agriculture's  role  in 
case  of  national  disasters. 
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STATE  FARM  SHOW  COMMISSION 


The  public  usually  associates  the  Farm  Show 
complex  as  the  home  of  the  annual  Pennsylvania 
Farm  Show  without  realizing  the  complex  also  hosts 
a  varied  schedule  of  events  throughout  the  year. 

In  the  1968-69  fiscal  year,  77  events  were  held. 
There  were  185  show  days,  110  days  needed  for 
setting  up  and  58  days  for  tearing  down.  This 
made  a  grand  total  of  353  days  the  complex  was 
active. 

The  main  events  during  the  fiscal  year  were 
the  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show,  Pennsylvania  All- 
American  Dairy  Show,  Pennsylvania  Livestock 
Exposition,  Pennsylvania  National  Horse  Show, 
Sportsmen's  Show,  Shrine  Circus,  Automobile  Show 
and  the  Pennsylvania  Builders  and  Garden  Show. 


GOV.  RAYMOND  P.  SHAFER  TOURS  FARM  SHOW 
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SUMMARY  OF  COMPETITIVE  EXHIBITS 
1969  PENNSYLVANIA  FARM  SHOW 


Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Cosh 

Cosh 

Totol 

Toiol 

of 

of 

Premiums 

Premiums 

Money 

Money 

Deportment 

Exhibitors 

Entries 

Offered 

Aworded 

Offered 

Awords 

Horses 

62 

241 

237 

150 

5,125.00 

3,675,00 

Sheep 

174 

835 

676 

507 

5,729.00 

4,659.00 

Swine 

125 

297 

328 

258 

3,362.00 

2,983.00 

Beef  cattle 

216 

514 

955 

435 

14.228.00 

8.679.00 

Dairy  cattle 

325 

1  ,047 

1  ,505 

864 

20.950.00 

14.879.00 

Corn 

95 

125 

94 

68 

565.00 

355.00 

Sma  1 1  gra  ins 

88 

140 

111 

85 

312  00 

260.00 

Potato  and 

potato  grading 

64 

77 

113 

63 

447.00 

283.00 

Hay 

50 

106 

130 

86 

658.00 

546.00 

Tobacco 

127 

253 

112 

112 

312.00 

312.00 

Fruit 

38 

486 

441 

322 

2.798.00 

2.097.00 

Edible  nuts 

34 

202 

206 

139 

462.00 

361.00 

Vegetables 

58 

312 

277 

161 

1.469.00 

1.025.00 

Maple  products 

31 

109 

53 

51 

348  00 

337.00 

Apiary  products 

74 

185 

227 

132 

1  183.00 

956.00 

4-H  entomology 

42 

45 

19 

19 

79.00 

79.00 

Christmas  trees 

23 

71 

45 

44 

262.00 

259.00 

Wool 

5 

8 

46 

8 

296.00 

66.00 

Eggs 

48 

109 

172 

51 

651.00 

142.00 

Dressed  turkeys 

7 

46 

42 

33 

180.00 

152.00 

Poultry 

63 

2  151 

4,054 

1,904 

6.832.50 

3.863.50 

Home  economics 

1.735 

2,364 

1  ,330 

1,048 

3.054-25 

2.564.50 

Rural  Talent 

45 

71 

72 

62 

910.00 

900.00 

School  demon- 

strations 

58 

58 

30 

30 

1  .040.00 

1  .040.00 

School  exhibits 

18 

18 

18 

18 

910.00 

910.00 

TOTALS 

3.606 

9  870 

11  ,293 

6,650 

72,162.75 

51.373.00 

In  the  past  ten  years,  events  scheduled  at  the 
complex  have  grown  from  20  to  more  than  70. 

During  this  time,  Farm  Show  complex  facilities 
have  become  increasingly  unsatisfactory.  Roofs 
and  pipes  leak,  floors  are  uneven.  The  interior  is 
shabby  and  air-conditioning  is  lacking. 

Some  exhibitors  who  have  shown  interest  in 
using  Farm  Show  complex  facilities  have  abandoned 
the  idea  upon  learning  the  complex  is  not  modern. 

These  inadequacies  led  the  Farm  Show  Commis- 
sion to  request  a  study  be  made  to  evaluate  the 
location  and  physical  conditions  of  existing  facili- 
ties and  to  develop  a  master  plan  for  a  future  Farm 
Show  complex. 

Harrisburg,  the  Commonwealth  and  the  State 
Agriculture  Department  face  the  challenge  of  find- 
ing better  facilities  for  promoting  local,  state, 
national  and  international  events.  A  new  Farm 
Show  complex  could  be  the  answer  to  that  challenge. 

The  53rd  Annual  Pennsylvania  Farm  Show,  held 
Jan.  13-17,  1969  was  one  of  the  nation's  top 
agricultural  events.  Theme  for  the  Show  was 
"Quality  and  Efficiency  in  Pennsylvania's  Agri- 
culture." 
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The  Show  has  shown  continued  growth  since 
1917,  the  year  of  its  inception,  when  440  entries 
competed  for  $735  in  prizes. 

The  following  is  a  three-year  comparison  of 
participation  in  competitive  exhibits: 


1967 


1968 


1969 


Number  of  exhibitors 
Number  of  entries 


Number  of  premiums  offered 
Number  of  premiums  awarded 


3.785 
10,398 
10,352 

6,496 


3,717 
9,887 
10,994 
6,428 


3,606 
9,870 
11,293 
6,650 


Total  money  offered 
Total  money  awarded 


$65,115.26 
52,365.86 


$69,121.75 
53,838,20 


$72,162.75 
55,248.50 
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STATE  SOIL  AND  WATER 
CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 


The  State  Soil  and  Water  Conservation  oununis- 
sion  is  concerned  with  flood  control,  the  prevention 
of  soil  erosion,  preservation  of  agricultural  land, 
and  the  proper  management  of  land,  water  and 
related  natural  resources. 

The  main  objective  of  the  Commission  is  the 
creation,  support  and  guidance  of  local  soil  and 
water  conservation  district  programs. 

Sixty-four  of  the  state's  67  counties  have  been 
declared  districts.  These  districts  are  serviced 
by  eight  field  representatives,  three  program 
representatives  and  the  executive  secretary  on  the 
State  Soil  and  Water  Conservation  Commission 
staff. 

CONTOUR 


During  the  fiscal  year,  districts  approved  agree- 
ments with  approximately  3,500  new cooperators  — 
those  who  express  willingness  to  use  conservation 
methods.  This  brings  the  state  total  to  42,615 
cooperators  with  about  nine  million  acres  of  land 
under  agreement. 

The  Commission  assisted  in  12  hearings  con- 
ducted by  the  Governor's  Committee  for  the 
Preservation  of  Agricultural  Land.  At  the  meet- 
ings, suggestions  were  offered  by  258  individuals 
on  how  the  rapid  loss  of  prime  agricultural  land 
to  urban  uses  could  be  best  stemmed.  The  Com- 
mittee is  now  drafting  its  final  report  to  the 
Governor. 

Administering  Pennsylvania' s  Weather  Modifica- 
tion Law  was  one  of  the  Commission's  newest  and 
most  controversial  activities.  Although  complaints 
were  received  concerning  reported  attempts  to  re- 
duce rainfall  in  certain  areas,  investigations  failed 
to  produce  substantive  evidence.  The  Commission 
provides  staff  assistance  for  the  Weather  Modifi- 
cation Board  which  regulates  any  attempt  to  modify 
the  weather. 

Staff  members  continued,  during  the  fiscal  year, 
to  gather  information  needed  to  determine  the 
amount  of  water  agriculture  will  need  in  the  future. 
A  plan  to  show  the  potential  water  needs  of  Penn- 
sylvania will  be  developed  from  this  information 
and  from  data  submitted  by  other  agencies. 

Two  new  cooperative  efforts  involving  the  Com- 
mission, the  U.S.  Geological  Survey,  and  various 
state  agencies  were  initiated.  One  study  involves 
comparing  the  efficiency  of  controls  used  to  reduce 
sediment  from  new  highway  construction.  The 
second  study  concerns  pesticide  residues  in  water 
runoff  from  an  area  devoted  to  general  agriculture, 
a  forested  area,  fruit  producing  farms  and  urban 
residential  areas. 

The  Commission  played  an  active  role  in  six 
educational  meetings  held  state-wide  to  emphasize 
the  desirability  of  organizing  watershed  associa- 
tions. As  a  result  of  the  meetings,  several  water- 
shed associations  are  now  being  formed  and  others 
are  in  various  degrees  of  establishment. 


38 


For  the  second  year,  $100,000  was  allocated  to 
purchase  land  rights  and  easements  for  watershed 
programs.  These  funds  have  proven  effective  in 
stimulating  increased  local  watershed  activities. 

A  new  program  offering  cost-share  assistance 
in  districts  which  employ  executive  assistants 
proved  highly  successful  in  20  districts.  The 
executive  assistants  have  proven  so  valuable  that 
there  is  a  waiting  list  of  districts  desiring  to 
employ  assistants  when  additional  cost-share  funds 
become  available. 


39 


The  Pennsylvania  Crop  Reporting  Service  is  a 
joint  program  of  the  state  and  federal  Departments 
of  Agriculture  organized  for  the  purpose  of  report- 
ing current  facts  on  the  Commonwealth's  agricul- 
ture. 

Information  on  the  prospective  and  current 
supplies  of  agricultural  products  is  obtained  from 
farmers  and  agribusinessmen.  Approximately 
15,000  of  Pennsylvania's  75,000  farmers  volun- 
tarily contribute  information  on  their  own  opera- 
tions and  for  their  local  areas  as  a  basis  for  the 
official  state  estimates. 

ESTIMATING  CORN  CROP 
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Supporting  data  are  supplied  by  more  than  5,000 
businesses  which  contribute  information  on  ware- 
housing of  grain  and  other  farm  products,  livestock 
sales  and  slaughter,  fruits  and  vegetables  proces- 
sed, milk  receipts,  dairy  products  manufactured, 
chicks  and  poults  hatched,  prices  received  by 
farmers  for  their  products,  and  prices  paid  for 
items  used  in  farm  production  and  farm  family 
living. 

Periodic  reports  were  issued  by  the  Crop  Re- 
porting Service  in  fiscal  year  1968-69  on  these 
topics:  monthly  farm  report;  potato  production; 
tobacco  production;  timothy  and  clover  seed;  bees 
and  honey;  fruits;  apples  in  storage;  vegetables; 
prices  received  by  Pennsylvania  farmers;  livestock 
slaughter;  cattle  on  feed;  pig  crop;  calf  crop;  live- 
stock and  poultry  numbers  on  farms;  milk  produc- 
tion; special  dairy  statistics;  manufactured  dairy 
products;  layers  and  egg  production;  turkeys  raised 
and  breeder  hens;  hatchery  production  of  chicks 
and  poults  and  eggs  set;  broiler  chicks  placed; 
weather  and  crop  reports;  cut  flower  production; 
and  mushroom  production. 

Special  statistical  surveys  were  made  by  the 
Service  which  issued  these  publications:  Directory 
of  Roadside  Markets  in  Pennsylvania;  Pennsylvania 
Roadside  Market  Survey;  Pennsylvania  Irrigation 
Survey;  Pennsylvania  Potatoes;  Pennsylvania  Crops 
and  Livestock  Annual  Summary;  and  Pennsylvania's 
Machinery  Custom  Rates.  Field  work  and  tabula- 
tion of  the  1969  Irrigation  Survey  is  currently 
under  way. 

Directly  or  indirectly,  the  basic  facts  of  agri- 
culture reach  those  who  are  engaged  in  research 
and  development  of  the  industry.  The  forecasts 
and  estimates  of  the  Service  are  widely  used  by 
daily,  weekly  and  periodic  news  media,  columnists 
and  analysts.  The  impact  of  this  information  on 
all  concerned  has  undoubtedly  contributed  to  the 
remarkable  modernization  of  agriculture. 
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STATE  HARNESS  RACING  COMMISSION 


The  sixth  season  of  pari-mutuel  harness  racing 
in  Pennsylvania  produced  an  all-time  high  of 
$126,737,666  wagered  at  tracks  at  Liberty  Bell 
(including  William  Penn),  The  Meadows  and  Pocono 
Downs. 

The  four  association  meetings  had  an  attendance 
of  1,762,791,  down  slightly  from  the  previous  year 
but  sufficient  to  put  the  six-year  total  above  the 
10-million  mark. 

Revenue  the  the  meetings  brought  to  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Philadelphia  School 
District  amounted  to  $9,942,737,  a  record-breaking 
amount. 

The  sport  of  harness  racing  experienced  two 
innovations  during  the  1968  season.  The  $100,000 
Colonial,  for  three-year-old  trotters,  was  inaugu- 
rated September  14  at  Liberty  Bell.  It  is  sponsored 
jointly  by  Liberty  Bell  and  William  Penn  Racing 
Associations. 

The  other  innovation  was  the  establishment  of 
the  Sire  Stakes  Fund  to  promote  special  races  at 
both  pari-mutuel  and  fair  tracks  for  harness  horses 
bred  in  Pennsylvania.  The  Fund  is  expected  to 
have  a  million  dollars  available  for  distribution 
in  1969  as  added  purse  money  for  the  first  Sire 
Stakes  races. 

The  Colonial,  incidentally,  is  the  second  of 
featured  races  introduced  in  the  state.  The  first, 
the  Adios  for  three-year-old  pacers,  was  intro- 
duced at  The  Meadows  in  1967  with  a  purse  of 
$85,510.    The  1968  Adios  purse  was  $93,920. 
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DRAWING  POST  POSITIONS  FOR  THE  COLONIAL 


NEVELE  PRIDE  WINS  $100,000  COLONIAL 
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Liberty  Bell  resurfaced  its  course  in  between 
the  spring  and  fall  season  and  the  results  were 
amazing.  Seventy-seven  standardbreds  set  marks 
in  little  more  than  two  weeks  in  September,  1968. 
The  new  surface  proved  extremely  safe  as  no 
accidents  marred  1,116  races. 

The  Meadows  concluded  its  season  with  the 
highest  per  capita  wagering  —  $48.45  —  in  its 
history.  The  higher  per  capita  wagering  and  the 
increase  in  new  owners,  breeders  and  trainers  is 
proof  that  harness  racing  is  continuing  to  grow  in 
popularity  in  western  Pennsylvania. 

The  1968  season  was  also  successful  at  Pocono 
Downs  where  the  average  nightly  handle  was 
$338,668,  which  was  $12,669  higher  than  in  the 
previous  season.  Besides  the  boost  in  wagering, 
gate  receipts  were  up  $100,000  as  the  result  of 
more  than  400,000  paid  admissions. 

The  public  had  the  opportunity  to  see  quality 
racing  in  Pennsylvania  in  1968  as  most  of  the 
nation's  leading  stables  campaigned  in  the  Com- 
monwealth. This  played  a  major  part  in  the  total 
handle  reaching  an  all-time  high. 

More  than  2,600  horses  were  nominated  for  the 
Sire  Stakes  program.  Actual  racing  will  get  under 
way  in  1969  at  fairs  and  pari-mutuel  meetings. 
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